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SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO ODUBER ANNOUNCEMENT THAT VESCO WILL LEAVE 
COSTA RICA 

REF: SAN JOSE 2689 

1 . SUMMARY: COSTA RICAN REACTIONS TO ODUBER'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
THAT VESCO IS GOING TO LEAVE COSTA RICA HAVE PREDICTABLY DI- 
VIDED ALONG PARTISAN POLITICAL LINES. THE OPPOSITION REMAINS 
SKEPTICAL. ODUBER'S NATIONAL LIBERATION PARTY DEFENDERS HAVE 
APPLAUDED THE PRESIDENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT; THEY WANT VERY MUCH 
TO BELIEVE IT, AND ARE DOING SO. COSTA RICAN MEDIA ARE FILLED 
WITH FOREIGN REACTION; COSTA RICANS ARE AWARE ONCE AGAIN THAT 
COUNTRY IS IN THE NEWS WOROI-WIDE BECAUSE OF VESCO. VESCO 
HIMSELF MUDDIED WATERS WITH DECLARATIONS TO THE NEW YORK POST, 
BUT CLAIMS HE WAS MISQUOTED. FINALLY, PRESIDENT ODUBER STATED 
FIRMLY, AND FOR FIRST TIME PUBLICLY, THAT VESCO IS RETURNING 
TO THE U.S. END SUMMARY. 
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2. LOCAL REACTIONS TO PRESIDENT DANIEL ODUBER'S JUNE 9 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT HE TOLD VESCO TO LEAVE COSTA RICA HAVE 
FILLED THE POLITICAL NEWS OF THE PAST THREE DAYS. OP- 
POSITION POLITICIANS, EX-PRESIDENTS, AND CANDIDATES 
PREDICTABLY EXPRESSED A "SHOW ME" ATTITUDE. THEY ARE 
RAILING ABOUT THE CORRUPTION VESCO REPRESENTS, HOW LONG 
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THEY HAVE BEEN CLAMORING FOR VESCO TO LEAVE, THE DEFERENCE 
THE PRESIDENT HAS SHOWN VESCO. LEADING OPPOSITION DAILY 
"LA NACION" JUN 1 1 EDITORILIZED BLUNTLY THAT ODUBER 
CONTINUES TO SUPPORT VESCO, AND ASKED HOW ODUBER COULD 
SQUARE HIS STATEMENT THAT VESCO DID COSTA RICA NO HARM WITH 
HIS DECISION THAT VESCO LEAVE. "LA NACION" ALSO PICKED UP 
WHAT IS WIDELY HEARD FROM MANY COSTA RICANS-THAT VESCO 
WOULD LEAVE BEHIND (POSSIBLY LATER TO RETURN TO) A NETWORK 
OF BUSINESSES AND POLITICIANS THAT WILL PERMIT HIM TO 
INTROMIT HIMSELF IN COSTA RICAN POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 
IN YEARS TO COME. 

3. PLN LEADERS ARE RELIEVED. THOSE MOST LOYAL TO ODUBER 
CITE THE PRESIDENT S CALL TO LEAVE THE POLITICKING BEHIND; 

THEY HAVE THEIR FINGERS CROSSED THAT THE VESCO ISSUE IS BEHIND 
THEM. THE PLN CANDIDATE MONGE SO FAR HAS AVOIDED COMMENT. 

HIS HOPE: THAT THE ISSUE WILL NOW FADE. MONGE HAS PRIVATELY 
TOLD EMBASSY THAT HAD FIGUERES' REVELATIONS THAT CAUSED MOST 
WOULD HAVE SUFFERED IRREPARABLY. HE FEELS NOW THAT HE 

CAN OVERCOME THE IMPACT ON HIS CANDIDACY OF THE ODUBER GOVERNMENT/ 
VESCO TIE. 

4. LOCAL MEDIA ARE CARRYING FOREIGN COMMENTARY ON VESCO-- 
ESPECIALLY LUERE HE MAY BE GOING AND WHEN. VESCO'S 

FIRST PUBLIC COMMENT WAS TO RESPOND TO A NEW YORK POST 
STORY THAT SEEMED TO HAVE VESCO CONTRADICTING ODUBER. 

(VESCO REPORTEDLY SAID HE COULD BE IN COSTA RICA FOR TWO 
MORE YEARS.) VESCO "CLARIFIED" BY SAYING THAT "HE HAD 
NOT BEEN ORDERED TO LEAVE THE COUNTY." VESCO ALSO SAID 
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HE CALLED POST'S ATTENTION TO THE PENDING LOCAL 
SECURITIES FRAUD CASE INVOLVING HIM. AND NOTED, SIMPLY, 

THAT IT COULD DRAG ON "FOR A WEEK, A MONTH. A YEAR, OR 
TWO YEARS WITHOUT RESOLUTION." VESCO UNDERLINED THAT HE 
COULD NOT LEAVE COSTA RICA BEFORE THIS CASE IS RESOLVED. 

5. FINALLY, COSTA RICA HAS BEEN TITILATED BY PRESIDENT 
DANIEL ODUBER'S JUNE 12 REMARKS IN THE COSTA RICAN 
INTERIOR THAT VESCO WILL RETURN TO THE U.S. "BECAUSE HE 

IS NOT FACING ANY CRIMINAL CHARGES IN THE U.S." (SIC) ODUBER 
ALSO IS REPORTED TO HAVE SAID ON JUNE 12: 

- THAT HE TOLD VESCO AT THE BEGINNING 

OF THE YEAR THAT HE HAD TO LEAVE; REPORTS 
THAT VESCO HAD NOT BEEN SO INFORMED ARE FALSE. 

- THAT HE ASKED VESCO SOME TIME AGO TO PUT 
HIS FINANCIAL AFFAIRS IN ORDER IN COSTA RICA 
SO AS NOT TO LEAVE PROBLEMS BEHIND. 
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- THAT $186 MILLION OF THE $224 MILLION 
IOS MUTUAL FUNDS HAS BEEN RECOVERED. 

- THAT ACCORDING TO ODUBER'S UNDERSTANDING, 
VESCO IS BEING SOUGHT "NOT FOR CRIMINAL 
CHARGES, BUT FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
PRESIDENT NIXON'S RE-ELECTION CAMPAIGN." 

KIT DAY 
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